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25 April 1956 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Prattis was executive editor of the Pittsburgh Courier, an injluential African- 
American newspaper with a nationwide circulation that claimed to be the “largest 
Negro weekly newspaper in the world. ” I  Courier reporter Evelyn Cunningham had 
witten extensively on the bus boycott and visited Montgomery for Kings trial, but here 
Prattis urges King to tell his story “in your own words. ”King replied on I May2 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, 
Dexter Avenue, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dear Dr. King: 

It has just occurred to us that you have never told your story in connection with 
the Montgomery bus situation. 

We thought Miss Cunningham did an excellent job when one takes into ac- 
count the speed with which she had to work. But only you, in your own words, 
can tell what this entire “accident of history” has really meant. 

We want to offer you the opportunity to point up the significance of the Mont- 
gomery story in three articles, each of not more than 1,000 words in length. This 
we believe, would give you the chance to tell the public of hitherto untold facets 
of the story. It would also provide a device which you could use to give proper 
credit to all those persons who have worked with you, colored and white. 

The Courier would also like to be the medium through which the Montgomery 
Improvement Association expressed its appreciation to the many persons and 
agencies, white and colored, throughout the country, who have helped through 
moral and financial support. We are not interested in exact figures as to the 
amount given, but we are interested in the spread of interest, geographically and 
in ter-racially. 

We hope very much that you will use The Courier as the medium through 
which you might accomplish the foregoing objectives of ( I )  pointing up your own 
philosophy in respect to the problem you have faced and the significance of the 
action taken as a tactic in race relations; ( 2 )  giving due credit to those who have 

I. Quotation from Prattis’s stationery. Percival Leroy Prattis (1895- 1980) was born in Philadelphia 
and attended Christiansburg Industrial Institute, Hampton Institute, and Ferris Institute. After work- 
ing as an editor and writer for the Michigan State News and the Chicago Dejmder, Prattis joined the 
Associated Negro Press in 1923, where he remained for twelve years. After a short stint at the New Ymk 
Amsterdam News he joined the Pittsburgh Courier in 1936, where he served as city editor until 1940, 
executive editor until 1956, editor-in-chief until 1961, and finally as associate publisher and treasurer 
until 1963. 

2. See p. 245 in this volume. 227 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



2 6  Apr 
‘956 

worked with you in the Association, and (3) expressing appreciation for the 
moral and financial support the Association has received. 

Will you do this job? You can choose your own time, but we would like to know 
at least five weeks in advance if and when you will do it. Thank you. 

Yours very truly, 
[signed] 
P. L. Prattis 
Executive Editor 

PLP/vs 

TLS. MLW-MBU: Box 64. 

From Jeanne Martin Brayboy 

26 April 1956 
Charlotte, N.C. 

A f i e n d  and fellow graduate student at Boston University congratulates King fw his 
achievements in Montgomery.’ 

Dear Martin 

Of course you are surprised to hear from me, but I imagine you are hearing 
from many old friends now that you are a national figure. I have wanted to write 
you for a long time to wish you well in the great task you are leading, but only 
recently found your address in a newspaper. 

I am sure there are many like me who are proud to say that we were good 
friends in school together. It is also true that they, like me, are not surprised at 
your achievements. Keep at it, Pal, you’ve got what it takes (I almost feel I 
shouldn’t speak in such undignified terms to you!). 

Charlotte seems destined to be my home. You may have heard that I was mar- 
ried in Dec. 1954. This year Jack is working on his doctorate at the U. of Penn. an 
arrangement we hate, but the year is almost over.2 I’m still working. Jack’s a won- 
derful guy and I’d love for you two to meet sometime. 

I.  Jeanne Martin Brayboy (1930-), born in Camden, South Carolina, received her undergraduate 
degree from Bennett College in Greensboro (1951) and her M.A. (1953) from Boston University. She 
was an elementary school music teacher in Charlotte, North Carolina, at the time she wrote this letter. 

2. Jack S. Brayboy (1921-1976) taught atJohnson C. Smith University (1946-1976) in Charlotte, 
where he later became administrative vice president. 
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